February 2020 news releases by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
2-2020 
February 2020 news releases 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "February 2020 news releases" (2020). 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31982. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31982 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
- UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2020/02/default.php[3/2/2020 11:21:17 AM]
UM News
UM / News / 2020 / February
February 2020 News
02/28/2020 - Montana Poll Examines ERA Knowledge, Marijuana Legalization, Data Regulations - Dr. Sara Rinfret
02/27/2020 - UM Plans Robust Infrastructure Investments - Paula Short
02/27/2020 - UM Ranks Well for Producing Peace Corps Volunteers - Kevin Deitle
02/26/2020 - Missoula College Industrial Technology Career Fair Set for March 11 - Karli Cotton
02/26/2020 - UM Poll Examines Economy, Elections, Job Performances - Sara Rinfret
02/21/2020 - MTPR News Announces New Leader - Corin Cates-Carney
02/21/2020 - Baucus Institute Sends UM Students to National Campaign Conference - Sam Panarella
02/20/2020 - Philosopher, Author to Present Next UM President’s Lecture Series - UM Office of the President
02/20/2020 - Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist Nicholas Kristof to Lecture at UM - Kyra Cronin
02/19/2020 - UM Postdoc Earns National Research Service Award - Sascha Stump
02/14/2020 - UM Named 2020-21 Military Friendly School - UM VETS Office
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02/13/2020 - UM Researchers Study How Birds Retweet News - Erick Greene
02/12/2020 - UM Mansfield Library Designs New Accessible User Experiences - Teressa Keenan
02/11/2020 - UM Notes Spring Progress Toward Stabilizing Enrollment - Cathy Cole
02/11/2020 - UM Archaeologists Partner with Businesses to Uncover Missoula’s Forgotten Past - Kelly Dixon
02/06/2020 - UM Plans 3rd Annual Black Solidarity Summit - Natasha Kalonde
02/06/2020 - UM Awarded $20,000 for Women’s Entrepreneurship - Morgan Slemberger
02/05/2020 - UM Seeks Partners for Second Annual Big Sky Experience - Devin Carpenter
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UM / News / 2020 / February / Montana Poll Examines ERA Knowledge, Marijuana Legalization, Data Regulations
February 28, 2020
MISSOULA – The
latest iteration of the
University of Montana
Big Sky Poll probed
voters’ knowledge of
the Equal Rights
Amendment and
opinions about
marijuana legalization
and data regulations.
Each edition of the UM
poll includes a Montana trivia question. Montanans were asked this question: “To date, 38 states have ratified the
Equal Rights Amendment. To the best of your knowledge, is Montana one of the 38 states that has ratified the
ERA?”
Montana Poll Examines ERA Knowledge,
Marijuana Legalization, Data Regulations
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Thirty-one percent of respondents answered correctly with “yes.” On Jan. 25, 1974, Montana became the 32nd state
to ratify the ERA, a constitutional amendment that guarantees legal gender equality for men and women. Nine
percent of respondents answered incorrectly with “no,” while 60% of respondents said “don’t know.”
Respondents also were asked, “Do you think recreational marijuana should be legal in Montana?” Fifty-four percent
of respondents answered “yes,” and 37% answered “no.” The “yes” response from Montanans increased slightly
from the 2019 Big Sky Poll, when 51% supported legalization.
When asked, “In your opinion, should internet users be able to ask for the data a company has collected about
them and who the data has been sold to?” 92% of respondents answered “yes,” compared to 5% responding “no.”
The UM Big Sky Poll was conducted online Feb. 12-22 with 498 randomly selected likely Montana voters. The poll
has a margin of error of +/- 4.39 percentage points at a 95% confidence level.
The poll is directed by UM Associate Professor Sara Rinfret, chair of the Department of Public Administration and
Policy; UM marketing Associate Professor Justin Angle; and four graduate students from UM’s public administration,
law and business analytics programs.
The survey was commissioned with support from UM’s Office of Research and Creative Scholarship, the Baucus
Institute’s Department of Public Administration and Policy, and the Social Science Research Laboratory. 
Use of poll findings requires attribution to UM Big Sky Poll. Full results from the poll are available on the UM Big
Sky Poll website at http://umt.edu/bigskypoll.
###
Contact: Dr. Sara Rinfret, associate professor and chair, UM Department of Public Administration and Policy, 406-
243-4702, sara.rinfret@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Plans Robust Infrastructure Investments
February 27, 2020
MISSOULA – The
University of Montana
will seek funding during
the 2021 session of
the Montana
Legislature for safety
upgrades, building
renovations and new
construction.
Proposed projects
have been submitted
to the Montana
University System
Board of Regents for
UM Plans Robust Infrastructure
Investments
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the state’s long-range
building program
(LRBP) in preparation
for the 67th session of the Legislature. The Regents will learn about the proposals for the Montana University
System when members meet March 5-6 at UM-Western in Dillon.
Paul Lasiter, UM vice president for operations and finance, said UM is embarking on a new period of investment in
facilities and student-service capabilities.
Several funding sources will be used for these investments, Lasiter said, which will include safety upgrades such as
lighting, emergency phones and electronic locks, as well as renovations to residence halls and a new dining facility.
Renovations to UM’s Music Building and construction of a new forestry, conservation and science lab teaching
complex are proposed.
UM also will invest in a combined heat and power upgrade for the campus. The University will use funds from its
recent bond sale, private philanthropy and the two components of the state LRBP program: deferred maintenance
and repair and capital investment projects.
 “Funding for many of our proposed projects is in hand, and work can begin as soon as we have approval from the
Board of Regents,” Lasiter said. “For other projects, once we have the proper approvals, we’ll proceed as funding
from the Legislature and from philanthropic support becomes available.”
The renovations proposed for the Music Building anticipate a mix of LRBP funds, private philanthropy and funding
from UM’s debt restructure. The University is requesting $6 million in spending authority and $1.5 million in
infrastructure repairs for the Music Building through the LRBP.
John DeBoer, interim dean of UM’s College of the Arts and Media, said music students have actively voiced support
for a renovation to their building.
“Last fall, the campus was surveyed about key areas for investment to promote student success, and our students,
faculty and staff were very vocal about the needs in the Music Building,” DeBoer said. “The Music Building has not
UM Plans Robust Infrastructure Investments - UM News - University Of Montana
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seen significant renovation since it opened in 1953, and we are excited about these critical improvements.”
The proposed forestry, conservation and science lab teaching complex would be a new facility. Current plans call
for state-of-the-art research and teaching laboratories, as well as teaching spaces and faculty offices.
“This facility will benefit virtually every student on campus,” said Jenny McNulty, interim dean of UM’s College of
Humanities &   Sciences. “The labs, classrooms and other learning spaces will create incredible opportunities for
interdisciplinary studies and research.”
While plans are preliminary, key design components would include mass timber construction and other green
building standards.
“We’re planning a building that showcases sustainability, innovation and scientific discovery, which befits a
university with our reputation for excellence in forestry and conservation,” said Tom DeLuca, dean of the W.A.
Franke College of Forestry and Conservation.
Specific details about the building, including overall size, design and campus location, will emerge as the planning
process continues.
“We are encouraged by support from the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education, which will forward the
forestry, conservation and science lab teaching complex as its top new construction priority,” DeLuca said.
Montana’s 67th Legislature will convene in Helena on Jan. 4, 2021.
###
Contact: Paula Short, UM Strategic Communications spokesperson, 406-243-4023, paula.short@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Ranks Well for Producing Peace Corps Volunteers
February 27, 2020
MISSOULA – The
Peace Corps
announced this week
that the University of
Montana ranked No. 7
among medium-size
schools on the
agency’s list of top
volunteer-producing
colleges and
universities in 2020.
There are 27 Grizzlies
now volunteering in
countries around the
world.
UM Ranks Well for Producing Peace
Corps Volunteers
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
UM Ranks Well for Producing Peace Corps Volunteers - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2020/02/022720peac.php[3/2/2020 11:21:38 AM]
“For the past six
decades, a large
swatch of our student
body has been
interested in a higher
calling of public service and trying to make the world a better place,” said Kevin Deitle, the UM campus Peace
Corps representative. “This ranking shows we are keeping up the momentum for a program that remains a great
idea after all those years.”
Since the agency’s founding in 1961, more than 910 UM alumni have served abroad as Peace Corps volunteers.
The University hosts two Peace Corps programs on campus. The Peace Corps Prep Program is an undergraduate
certificate that provides prospective volunteer applicants with sector-specific job skills, foreign language proficiency,
intercultural competence and professional leadership development skills.
The Paul D. Coverdell Fellows Program, housed in the Department of Counseling within the Phyllis J. Washington
College of Education, is a graduate fellowship that offers financial assistance to returned Peace Corps volunteers.
For more about the Peace Corps at UM visit http://www.umt.edu/peace-corps/. The Peace Corps ranks its top
volunteer-producing colleges and universities annually according to the size of the student body. View the 2020
rankings of the top schools in each category at http://bit.ly/382UVxK.
“These schools are institutions that emphasize being global citizens and service-minded students,” said national
Peace Corps Director Jody Olsen. “I am excited to know the graduates coming from Peace Corps’ Top Colleges are
using their skills to make a positive impact on their communities at home and abroad.”
The Peace Corps sends Americans with a passion for service abroad on behalf of the United States to work with
communities and create lasting change. Volunteers develop sustainable solutions to address challenges in
education, health, community economic development, agriculture, the environment and youth development.
UM Ranks Well for Producing Peace Corps Volunteers - UM News - University Of Montana
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Through their Peace Corps experience, volunteers gain a unique cultural understanding and a life-long commitment
to service that positions them to succeed in today’s global economy. Since President John F. Kennedy established
the Peace Corps in 1961, more than 240,000 Americans of all ages have served in 142 countries worldwide. To
learn more visit https://www.peacecorps.gov/.
###
Contact: Kevin Deitle, UM campus Peace Corps representative, 406-243-2839, peacecorps@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / Missoula College Industrial Technology Career Fair Set for March 11
February 26, 2020
MISSOULA – Missoula College
students can meet and network
with employers to learn about
internships, summer and part-
time employment, and post-
graduation full-time
opportunities at the 2020
Industrial Technology Career
Fair.
The fair, organized by the
University of Montana’s Office of
Experiential Learning and
Career Success, takes place
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Missoula College Industrial Technology
Career Fair Set for March 11
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Wednesday, March 11, at the
Missoula College West Campus, located at 2795 37th Ave. It is free and open to all current UM students.
The Industrial Technology Career Fair supports the mission of the Missoula College Department of Industrial
Technology by connecting its students with employers in need of skilled workers. Any business or organization
seeking to employ students trained in the Missoula College programs of diesel technology, heavy equipment
operation, precision machine technology, sustainable construction technology and welding are encouraged to
attend.
For more information or registration details, call Karli Cotton in the UM Office of Experiential Learning and Career
Success at 406-243-5460 or email karli.cotton@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Karli Cotton, UM Office of Experiential Learning and Career Success, 406-243-5460,
karli.cotton@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Poll Examines Economy, Elections, Job Performances
February 26, 2020
MISSOULA – The
University of Montana
Big Sky Poll recently
asked 498 likely
Montana voters their
opinions on the
economy, the fairness
of elections and the job
performance of our
elected officials.
The poll asked, “In
your view, is the economy improving, staying the same or getting worse?” Fifty percent of respondents said the
economy was improving, 31% said it was staying the same, and 19% said it was getting worse.
UM Poll Examines Economy, Elections,
Job Performances
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When asked, “How much do you trust that elections are fair?” 30% of respondents answered “a lot of trust,” 57%
responded “some trust,” and 13% responded “no trust.”
Montanans also rated the job performance of their elected officials from excellent to poor, with the results in Table 1
below.
Table 1: Elected Official Job Performance
 Excellent Good Fair Poor
President Donald Trump 32% 20% 10% 37%
Sen. Jon Tester 16% 26% 31% 27%
Sen. Steve Daines 14% 29% 36% 20%
Rep. Greg Gianforte 13% 24% 31% 32%
U.S. Congress 2% 15% 40% 43%
Gov. Steve Bullock 14% 32% 33% 21%
Montana Legislature 5% 42% 45% 9%
For presidential elections, respondents were asked, “Do you support or oppose changing to a system in which the
president is elected by popular vote instead of the Electoral College?” Twenty-nine percent strongly supported
change, and 28% strongly opposed.
In a series of head-to-head matchups, participants were asked to pick their preferred candidate, if the 2020
presidential election were held today. Results are listed in Table 2 below.
Table 2: Presidential Candidates, Head-to-Head Matchups
UM Poll Examines Economy, Elections, Job Performances - UM News - University Of Montana
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The UM Big Sky Poll was conducted online Feb. 12-22 with 498 randomly selected likely Montana voters. The poll
has a margin of error of +/- 4.39 percentage points at a 95% confidence level.
The Big Sky Poll is directed by UM Associate Professor Sara Rinfret, chair of the Department of Public
Administration and Policy, and UM marketing Associate Professor Justin Angle, in conjunction with four graduate
students from UM’s public administration, law and business analytics programs. 
The survey was commissioned with support from UM’s Office of Research and Creative Scholarship, the Baucus
Institute’s Department of Public Administration and Policy, and the Social Science Research Laboratory.
Use of poll findings require attribution to UM’s Big Sky Poll. Full results from the poll are available on the UM Big
Sky Poll website at http://umt.edu/bigskypoll.
 
Full Results:
Table 1: Elected Officials Approval Ratings
 Excellent Good Fair Poor
President Donald Trump 32% 20% 10% 37%
Sen. Jon Tester 16% 26% 31% 27%
Sen. Steve Daines 14% 29% 36% 20%
Rep. Greg Gianforte 13% 24% 31% 32%
U.S. Congress 2% 15% 40% 43%
Gov. Steve Bullock 14% 32% 33% 21%
Montana Legislature 5% 42% 45% 9%
 
Table 2: President Trump Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 30.0% 35.8% 25.8% 40.5% 1.6% 55.7% 27.7%
Good 21.4% 19.3% 19.1% 21.6% 2.4% 32.5% 17.7%
Fair 12.1% 7.5% 9.4% 10.8% 7.3% 7.1% 14.6%
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Poor 36.4% 37.3% 45.7% 27.2% 88.6% 4.7% 40.0%
 
Table 2 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 43.5% 37.9% 29.5% 26.7% 22.5% 52.6%
Good 19.4% 17.9% 26.2% 24.4% 11.3% 26.3%
Fair 12.9% 11.7% 8.2% 11.1% 7.5% 5.3%
Poor 24.2% 32.4% 36.1% 37.8% 58.8% 15.8%
 
Table 2 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 13.5% 30.1% 33.9% 46.1%
Good 28.8% 22.9% 18.2% 13.5%
Fair 21.2% 9.0% 9.4% 7.9%
Poor 36.5% 38.0% 38.5% 32.6%
 
Table 3: Sen. Tester Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 16.7% 14.1% 15.7% 15.9% 41.0% 3.3% 10.8%
Good 26.7% 24.9% 28.5% 22.0% 45.1% 13.7% 26.2%
Fair 32.7% 28.2% 34.5% 27.6% 12.3% 41.7% 33.1%
Poor 23.8% 32.9% 21.3% 34.5% 1.6% 41.2% 30.0%
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Table 3 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 17.5% 10.3% 15.3% 14.2% 29.1% 5.9%
Good 19.0% 24.8% 28.8% 26.9% 22.8% 47.1%
Fair 36.5% 31.0% 37.3% 32.1% 24.1% 17.6%
Poor 27.0% 33.8% 18.6% 26.9% 24.1% 29.4%
 
Table 3 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 3.8% 12.0% 19.9% 20.5%
Good 38.5% 28.3% 22.0% 20.5%
Fair 44.2% 36.1% 28.3% 21.6%
Poor 13.5% 23.5% 29.8% 37.5%
 
Table 4: Sen. Daines Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 12.9% 17.1% 13.2% 16.5% 0.8% 26.9% 10.0%
Good 28.9% 28.4% 25.6% 32.0% 17.2% 32.1% 34.6%
Fair 40.4% 31.3% 36.1% 36.8% 35.2% 34.9% 35.4%
Poor 17.9% 23.2% 25.2% 14.7% 46.7% 6.1% 20.0%
 
Table 4 Cont’d., Education Level
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 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach. Degree Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 15.9% 12.3% 13.6% 14.9% 17.7% 16.7%
Good 31.7% 26.0% 32.2% 32.1% 17.7% 50.0%
Fair 33.3% 46.6% 35.6% 32.1% 31.6% 22.2%
Poor 19.0% 15.1% 18.6% 20.9% 32.9% 11.1%
 
Table 4 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 2.0% 8.5% 17.2% 28.1%
Good 29.4% 26.1% 31.8% 25.8%
Fair 52.9% 44.8% 29.7% 25.8%
Poor 15.7% 20.6% 21.4% 20.2%
 
Table 5: House Rep. Gianforte Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 11.1% 16.0% 10.2% 16.4% 0.0% 25.9% 6.9%
Good 22.9% 25.5% 22.9% 25.4% 7.4% 32.5% 26.2%
Fair 31.8% 30.2% 27.8% 34.1% 22.1% 33.5% 31.5%
Poor 34.3% 28.3% 39.1% 24.1% 70.5% 8.0% 35.4%
 
Table 5 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach. Degree Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
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Excellent 14.5% 13.9% 11.7% 11.9% 13.8% 10.5%
Good 24.2% 23.6% 21.7% 30.6% 15.0% 26.3%
Fair 33.9% 34.0% 33.3% 29.9% 21.3% 36.8%
Poor 27.4% 28.5% 33.3% 27.6% 50.0% 26.3%
 
Table 5 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 5.8% 9.0% 13.0% 25.6%
Good 19.2% 21.7% 26.6% 26.7%
Fair 40.4% 35.5% 27.1% 23.3%
Poor 34.6% 33.7% 33.3% 24.4%
 
Table 6: U.S. Congress Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 1.4% 2.8% 1.9% 1.7% 1.6% 2.8% 1.5%
Good 18.1% 10.4% 15.7% 13.9% 18.9% 15.6% 9.2%
Fair 45.6% 33.0% 41.6% 39.0% 45.9% 34.4% 40.0%
Poor 34.9% 53.8% 40.8% 45.5% 33.6% 47.2% 49.2%
 
Table 6 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach. Degree Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 4.8% .7% 0.0% 2.2% 1.3% 5.9%
Good 11.3% 21.4% 15.0% 8.9% 7.5% 52.9%
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Fair 53.2% 35.9% 36.7% 43.7% 41.3% 17.6%
Poor 30.6% 42.1% 48.3% 45.2% 50.0% 23.5%
 
Table 6 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 1.9% 3.0% 2.1% 0.0%
Good 34.6% 21.1% 8.3% 5.6%
Fair 48.1% 38.0% 40.9% 38.2%
Poor 15.4% 38.0% 48.7% 56.2%
 
Table 7: Gov. Bullock Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 13.9% 15.6% 15.7% 12.6% 32.8% 6.1% 10.7%
Good 33.2% 28.8% 34.1% 28.6% 45.1% 22.2% 35.9%
Fair 34.6% 29.7% 30.0% 35.9% 16.4% 40.6% 29.0%
Poor 18.2% 25.9% 20.2% 22.9% 5.7% 31.1% 24.4%
 
Table 7 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach. Degree Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 16.4% 9.6% 13.3% 14.9% 23.8% 5.6%
Good 29.5% 27.4% 31.7% 29.1% 36.3% 66.7%
Fair 37.7% 39.0% 35.0% 34.3% 16.3% 16.7%
Poor 16.4% 24.0% 20.0% 21.6% 23.8% 11.1%
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Table 7 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 3.8% 13.9% 16.1% 18.0%
Good 39.6% 27.7% 32.8% 29.2%
Fair 45.3% 41.0% 25.5% 25.8%
Poor 11.3% 17.5% 25.5% 27.0%
 
Table 8: Montana Legislature Approval Ratings by Demographic
 Overall
Sample
Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Excellent 4.8% 4.3% 5.7% 3.7% 6.0% 5.0% 5.7% 3.8%
Good 41.6% 45.4% 37.3% 40.1% 43.1% 42.1% 42.5% 40.8%
Fair 44.5% 44.6% 43.4% 44.9% 44.0% 38.8% 45.8% 45.4%
Poor 9.1% 5.7% 13.7% 11.2% 6.9% 14.0% 6.1% 10.0%
 
Table 8 Cont’d., Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach. Degree Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Excellent 11.3% 2.7% 3.4% 4.5% 3.8% 5.6%
Good 40.3% 43.8% 44.1% 39.6% 39.2% 44.4%
Fair 37.1% 46.6% 40.7% 48.5% 43.0% 44.4%
Poor 11.3% 6.8% 11.9% 7.5% 13.9% 5.6%
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Table 8 Cont’d., Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Excellent 1.9% 9.0% 3.1% 2.2%
Good 50.0% 33.1% 43.5% 48.3%
Fair 42.3% 47.0% 42.9% 44.9%
Poor 5.8% 10.8% 10.5% 4.5%
 
Table 9: If the election were held today, who would you vote for?
U.S. President (asked as head-to-head matchups)
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Biden by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 54.3% 59.2% 47.7% 65.9% 3.3% 93.4% 48.9%
Joe Biden 35.4% 31.5% 41.4% 25.4% 86.1% 3.8% 35.9%
Don’t Know 10.4% 9.4% 10.9% 8.6% 10.7% 2.8% 15.3%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Biden by Education Level
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 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 64.5% 60.3% 60.0% 54.1% 38.0% 77.8%
Joe Biden 22.6% 28.1% 31.7% 36.3% 53.2% 22.2%
Don’t Know 12.9% 11.6% 8.3% 9.6% 8.9% 0.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Biden by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Donald Trump 50.0% 55.2% 55.2% 63.6%
Joe Biden 36.5% 29.7% 37.0% 34.1%
Don’t Know 13.5% 15.2% 7.8% 2.3%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Warren by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 53.4% 61.3% 47.6% 67.1% 2.5% 94.3% 50.4%
Elizabeth Warren 33.1% 33.5% 41.2% 24.2% 85.2% 2.8% 33.6%
Don’t Know 13.5% 5.2% 11.2% 8.7% 12.3% 2.8% 16.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Warren by Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 65.6% 60.7% 56.7% 56.0% 38.8% 77.8%
Elizabeth Warren 24.6% 26.2% 33.3% 36.6% 50.0% 22.2%
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Don’t Know 9.8% 13.1% 10.0% 7.5% 11.3% 0.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Warren by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Donald Trump 44.2% 54.5% 58.9% 62.9%
Elizabeth Warren 38.5% 33.9% 33.3% 29.2%
Don’t Know 17.3% 11.5% 7.8% 7.9%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Sanders by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 54.3% 59.6% 48.3% 65.8% 2.5% 94.8% 50.8%
Bernie Sanders 36.8% 31.0% 41.6% 26.0% 87.7% 1.9% 34.6%
Don’t Know 8.9% 9.4% 10.1% 8.2% 9.8% 3.3% 14.6%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Sanders by Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 63.5% 60.0% 56.7% 55.6% 39.2% 77.8%
Bernie Sanders 28.6% 30.3% 30.0% 37.0% 49.4% 22.2%
Don’t Know 7.9% 9.7% 13.3% 7.4% 11.4% 0.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Sanders by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
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Donald Trump 50.0% 52.7% 58.3% 62.9%
Bernie Sanders 38.5% 38.2% 33.9% 24.7%
Don’t Know 11.5% 9.1% 7.8% 12.4%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Buttigieg by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 48.2% 57.1% 43.1% 61.9% 1.6% 88.7% 44.6%
Pete Buttigieg 36.8% 33.0% 42.3% 26.8% 86.1% 6.1% 36.2%
Don’t Know 15.0% 9.9% 14.6% 11.3% 12.3% 5.2% 19.2%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Buttigieg by Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 59.7% 54.5% 50.8% 53.7% 32.9% 77.8%
Pete Buttigieg 16.1% 30.3% 35.6% 38.1% 57.0% 16.7%
Don’t Know 24.2% 15.2% 13.6% 8.2% 10.1% 5.6%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Buttigieg by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Donald Trump 34.6% 53.3% 51.8% 58.4%
Pete Buttigieg 36.5% 29.1% 39.8% 36.0%
Don’t Know 28.8% 17.6% 8.4% 5.6%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Klobuchar by Demographic
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 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 51.1% 57.1% 44.6% 63.8% 1.6% 91.0% 47.7%
Amy Klobuchar 32.5% 29.7% 37.8% 23.7% 81.1% 3.8% 30.0%
Don’t Know 16.4% 13.2% 17.6% 12.5% 17.2% 5.2% 22.3%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Klobuchar by Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 62.9% 56.6% 56.7% 51.9% 32.5% 77.8%
Amy Klobuchar 14.5% 24.1% 28.3% 36.3% 55.0% 22.2%
Don’t Know 22.6% 19.3% 15.0% 11.9% 12.5% 0.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Klobuchar by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Donald Trump 42.3% 53.9% 53.1% 60.7%
Amy Klobuchar 25.0% 27.3% 35.4% 32.6%
Don’t Know 32.7% 18.8% 11.5% 6.7%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Bloomberg by Demographic
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Donald Trump 51.8% 58.5% 46.1% 64.2% 3.3% 91.0% 49.2%
Michael Bloomberg 31.4% 29.2% 35.6% 25.0% 76.4% 5.7% 30.8%
Don’t Know 16.8% 12.3% 18.4% 10.8% 20.3% 3.3% 20.0%
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Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Bloomberg by Education Level
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Donald Trump 61.3% 57.9% 56.7% 55.2% 35.4% 77.8%
Michael Bloomberg 19.4% 20.7% 30.0% 35.1% 51.9% 22.2%
Don’t Know 19.4% 21.4% 13.3% 9.7% 12.7% 0.0%
 
Table 9 Cont’d., Trump vs. Bloomberg by Age
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Donald Trump 36.5% 55.2% 55.0% 62.2%
Michael Bloomberg 30.8% 24.2% 35.6% 32.2%
Don’t Know 32.7% 20.6% 9.4% 5.6%
 
Table 10: If the Election Were Held Today, Who Would You Vote For?
U.S. Senate
 
Answer Percentage
Steve Daines 47%
Steve Bullock 38%
Cora Neumann 7%
Wilmot Collins 4%
Mike Knoles 2%
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John Mues 2%
 
Table 10 Cont’d., U.S. Senate by Demographic
 
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Steve Daines 42.5% 51.6% 39.1% 55.0% 5.0% 71.2% 50.0%
Steve
Bullock
40.4% 34.7% 42.9% 32.0% 67.8% 19.3% 36.9%
Cora
Neumann
7.1% 6.1% 7.5% 6.1% 14.0% 2.8% 7.7%
Wilmot
Collins
5.7% 2.8% 5.6% 3.0% 9.9% 0.5% 3.8%
Mike Knoles 2.5% 2.3% 2.6% 2.2% 0.8% 3.8% 0.8%
John Mues 1.8% 2.3% 2.3% 1.7% 2.5% 2.4% 0.8%
 
Table 10 Cont’d., U.S. Senate by Education Level
 
 High School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Steve
Daines
51.6% 47.2% 41.7% 48.1% 38.0% 66.7%
Steve
Bullock
33.9% 34.0% 45.0% 35.6% 45.6% 33.3%
Cora
Neumann
6.5% 8.3% 10.0% 6.7% 5.1% 0.0%
Wilmot
Collins
0.0% 5.6% 1.7% 5.2% 7.6% 0.0%
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Mike
Knoles
6.5% 2.8% 1.7% 1.5% 1.3% 0.0%
John Mues 1.6% 2.1% 0.0% 3.0% 2.5% 0.0%
 
Table 10 Cont’d., U.S. Senate by Age
 
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Steve Daines 39.6% 38.0% 48.2% 62.9%
Steve Bullock 39.6% 40.4% 39.3% 29.2%
Cora Neumann 7.5% 10.8% 5.2% 2.2%
Wilmot Collins 7.5% 4.2% 3.7% 4.5%
Mike Knoles 3.8% 4.2% 1.6% 0.0%
John Mues 1.9% 2.4% 2.1% 1.1%
 
Table 11: If the Election Were Held Today, Who Would You Vote For?
 
U.S. Representative
 
Answer Percentage
Kathleen Williams 36%
Matt Rosendale 36%
Corey Stapleton 19%
Joe Dooling 3%
Tom Winter 3%
Timothy Johnson 2%
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John Evankovich 2%
 
Table 11 Cont’d., U.S. Representative by Demographic
 
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Kathleen
Williams
38.0% 32.5% 42.1% 28.4% 78.5% 9.0% 37.2%
Matt Rosendale 35.1% 36.8% 28.9% 43.5% 12.4% 52.4% 34.1%
Corey Stapleton 17.6% 22.2% 21.1% 17.2% 6.6% 25.5% 20.2%
Joe Dooling 2.9% 3.3% 1.9% 4.3% 0.8% 4.7% 1.6%
Tom Winter 2.2% 2.8% 1.9% 3.9% 0.8% 3.3% 3.9%
Timothy
Johnson
1.8% 1.9% 1.9% 1.7% 0.8% 2.4% 1.6%
John
Evankovich
2.5% 0.5% 2.3% 0.9% 0.0% 2.8% 1.6%
 
Table 11 Cont’d., U.S. Representative by Education Level
 
 High School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Kathleen
Williams
33.9% 24.1% 39.0% 40.3% 54.4% 11.1%
Matt
Rosendale
38.7% 43.4% 32.2% 33.6% 17.7% 72.2%
Corey
Stapleton
17.7% 20.7% 16.9% 19.4% 22.8% 5.6%
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Joe Dooling 1.6% 3.4% 3.4% 1.5% 2.5% 11.1%
Tom Winter 3.2% 2.8% 3.4% 3.0% 1.3% 0.0%
Timothy
Johnson
0.0% 3.4% 1.7% 1.5% 1.3% 0.0%
John
Evankovich
4.8% 2.1% 3.4% 0.7% 0.0% 0.0%
 
Table 11 Cont’d., U.S. Representative by Age
 
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Kathleen Williams 30.8% 34.3% 39.4% 33.7%
Matt Rosendale 30.8% 41.0% 31.6% 37.1%
Corey Stapleton 17.3% 13.3% 21.2% 27.0%
Joe Dooling 7.7% 1.8% 4.1% 0.0%
Tom Winter 3.8% 4.2% 2.1% 1.1%
Timothy Johnson 5.8% 3.6% 0.0% 0.0%
John Evankovich 3.8% 1.8% 1.6% 1.1%
Table 12: If the Election Were Held Today, Who Would You Vote For?
 
Montana Governor
 
Answer Percentage
Greg Gianforte 35%
Tim Fox 22%
Mike Cooney 21%
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Whitney Williams 14%
Albert Olszewski 7%
Ron Vandevender 1%
 
Table 12 Cont’d., Montana Governor by Demographic
 
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Greg Gianforte 31.5% 40.1% 29.1% 41.4% 5.7% 56.1% 31.5%
Tim Fox 22.2% 20.8% 23.9% 19.0% 13.1% 24.1% 25.4%
Mike Cooney 21.5% 20.8% 23.1% 18.5% 40.2% 9.4% 19.2%
Whitney Williams 16.8% 9.9% 17.2% 10.8% 37.7% 0.5% 13.1%
Albert Olszewski 6.1% 8.0% 4.9% 9.5% 3.3% 7.1% 10.0%
Ron Vandevender 1.8% 0.5% 1.9% 0.9% 0.0% 2.8% 0.8%
 
Table 12 Cont’d., Montana Governor by Education Level
 
 High School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Greg Gianforte 39.7% 40.7% 27.1% 34.3% 24.1% 50.0%
Tim Fox 25.4% 17.9% 22.0% 23.1% 19.0% 33.3%
Mike Cooney 19.0% 18.6% 20.3% 18.7% 35.4% 5.6%
Whitney
Williams
9.5% 13.8% 15.3% 17.2% 13.9% 11.1%
Albert
Olszewski
3.2% 8.3% 13.6% 5.2% 6.3% 0.0%
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Ron
Vandevender
3.2% 0.7% 1.7% 1.5% 1.3% 0.0%
 
Table 12 Cont’d., Montana Governor by Age
 
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Greg Gianforte 31.4% 39.2% 30.4% 40.4%
Tim Fox 25.5% 21.1% 21.5% 20.2%
Mike Cooney 13.7% 16.3% 24.6% 25.8%
Whitney Williams 19.6% 18.7% 13.1% 4.5%
Albert Olszewski 7.8% 4.2% 8.9% 6.7%
Ron Vandevender 2.0% 0.6% 1.6% 2.2%
 
Table 13: In Your View, is the Economy Improving, Staying the Same, or Getting Worse?
 
Answer Percentage
Improving 50%
Staying the same 31%
Getting worse 19%
 
Table 13 Cont’d., Demographic
 
 Women Men Urban Rural Dem. Rep. Ind.
Improving 47.1% 53.8% 45.5% 54.7% 9.0% 78.3% 45.8%
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Staying the same 30.0% 33.5% 31.6% 30.6% 52.5% 17.5% 33.6%
Getting worse 22.9% 12.7% 22.9% 14.7% 38.5% 4.2% 20.6%
 
Table 13 Cont’d., Education Level
 
 High
School/
GED
Some
College
Assoc.
Degree
Bach.
Degree
Post-Bac.
(Ph.D., J.D.,
etc.)
Other
Improving 47.6% 54.9% 47.5% 51.5% 43.6% 38.9%
Staying the same 27.0% 22.9% 33.9% 35.1% 35.9% 50.0%
Getting worse 25.4% 22.2% 18.6% 13.4% 20.5% 11.1%
 
Table 13 Cont’d., Age
 
 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older
Improving 48.1% 38.8% 53.4% 64.0%
Staying the same 19.2% 39.4% 30.9% 22.5%
Getting worse 32.7% 21.8% 15.7% 13.5%
###
 
Contact: Sara Rinfret, associate professor and chair, UM Department of Public Administration and Policy, 406-243-
4702, sara.rinfret@umontana.edu.
Get Involved
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UM News
UM / News / 2020 / February / MTPR News Announces New Leader
February 21, 2020
MISSOULA – After a long
national search, Montana
Public Radio Capitol
correspondent Corin Cates-
Carney was hired as the new
news director at Montana
Public Radio. Cates-Carney
has served as interim news
director since Eric Whitney left
MTPR to take a job as a
regional editor with NPR.
“My journalism career to this
point has focused on telling
stories about this place and the
people who live here,” Cates-
Carney said. “I consider it a great privilege to continue to do so as Montana Public Radio’s news director.”
MTPR News Announces New Leader
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
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Cates-Carney began his MTPR career as a Flathead Valley reporter in 2015 before becoming the Capitol Bureau
chief in 2016. He’s an alumnus of the University of Montana School of Journalism, interned with NPR and has won
national awards and fellowships.
“I’m happy that we found our new leader in our own newsroom,” MTPR general manager Ray Ekness said. “Corin
has a lot of energy and good ideas that will move our news coverage forward.”
 “I believe public radio is one of the best ways to share voices and perspectives of people our listeners wouldn’t
otherwise meet,” Cates-Carney said. “I look forward to hearing from our listeners about the stories and issues that
are important to them.”
Montana Public Radio is a public service of UM and broadcasts on 89.1 Missoula (KUFM); 91.5 Missoula city
(K218AI); 91.9 Hamilton (KUFN); 89.5 Polson (KPJH); 90.1 Kalispell, Whitefish and North Valley (KUKL); 90.5 Libby
(KUFL); 91.7 Kalispell, city (K219BN); 101.3 Swan Lake (K267BJ); 91.3 Butte (KAPC); 91.7 Helena (KUHM); 91.7
Dillon (K219DN); 89.9 Great Falls (KGPR); and 98.3 White Sulphur Springs (K252AD).
Learn more at http://www.mtpr.org. 
###
Contact: Corin Cates-Carney, MTPR news director, 406-243-4931, corin.cates-carney@mso.umt.edu.
Get Involved
Submit a Calendar Event
Request a News Release
Suggest a Story Idea
Quick Links
News Archive
Events Calendar
University Relations
University of Montana
32 Campus Drive
Missoula, MT 59812
Phone: (406) 243-2522
news@umontana.edu
MTPR News Announces New Leader - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2020/02/022120mtpr.php[3/2/2020 11:22:04 AM]
Refer a Griz  About UM  Accessibility  Administration  Contact UM  Directory  Employment  Safety
Privacy Policy  Campus Map
Baucus Institute Sends UM Students to National Campaign Conference - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2020/02/022120bauc.php[3/2/2020 11:22:11 AM]
UM News
UM / News / 2020 / February / Baucus Institute Sends UM Students to National Campaign Conference
February 21, 2020
MISSOULA – Two University of Montana
undergraduate students from the Baucus
Institute traveled to the Harvard Kennedy
School’s Institute of Politics this month for the
National Campaign Conference.
Every year, students, faculty and administrators
from 35 colleges and universities across the
country attend the National Campaign
Conference to engage with one another on
issues of civic and political participation and
develop best practices for increasing democratic
engagement on campus. The Harvard Kennedy
School funds travel and hotel accommodations.
Baucus Institute Sends UM Students to
National Campaign Conference
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
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Abbigail Belcher, a marketing senior from
Whitefish and president of the Associated
Students of UM, and Daniel Parsons,
economics and political science major and
ASUM business manager from Florence,
represented UM alongside students from
Harvard, Vanderbilt, Georgetown, the University
of Miami, the University of Kansas and other
private and public institutions.
“It was very valuable to hear about different ways in which institutions conducted outreach depending on their
student demographics,” Belcher said. “It was also interesting to hear the perspectives of students from other
schools.”
Over the weekend, the conference celebrated young leaders and facilitated discussions, panels and town hall
meetings about pertinent political issues. The program trained participants to increase civic engagement on their
respective campuses and in their communities, such as promoting voter registration.
Belcher and Parsons returned from the conference with new knowledge and fresh perspectives to share with ASUM
and the rest of the student body.
“A plan that I would like to implement would be to offer more incentives for our student groups to become civically
engaged,” Parsons said. “Most of our student groups center around a specific issue or hobby area, but some of the
tenets of civic engagement could easily translate into their mission.”
Belcher hopes students will be inspired to become involved.
“My advice would be to find other people who are passionate about the same thing,” Belcher said.
The Max S. Baucus Institute brings together policymakers, lawyers, politicians and law students in the bipartisan,
consensus-building spirit of former Ambassador and Sen. Baucus. For more information visit
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UM / News / 2020 / February / Philosopher, Author to Present Next UM President’s Lecture Series
February 20, 2020
MISSOULA – Dr. David
Abram, an author and
philosopher who coined
the term “a more-than-
human world,” will
provide the next
installment of the 2019-
20 President’s Lecture
Series at the University
of Montana. 
Abram will present
“The Commonwealth of
Breath: Climate and
Consciousness in
Philosopher, Author to Present Next UM
President’s Lecture Series
 A to Z
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Animistic Perspective”
at 7:30 p.m. Monday,
March 2, in the
Dennison Theatre.
Free and open to the
public, the lecture also is the Brennan Guth Memorial Lecture in Environmental Philosophy.
Earlier that day, Abram will speak in an afternoon seminar titled “Magic and the Machine: Technology and Wonder
in an Age of Ecological Wipeout” at 3 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 123. That event also is open to all.
Described as a revolutionary thinker by the Los Angeles Times and as “daring” by the journal Science, Abram has
been called a cultural ecologist and geophilosopher. His work has sparked the emergence of several new academic
disciplines, including the broad field of ecopsychology – the study of the relationship between humans and the
natural world using ecological and psychological principles.
A close student of the traditional ecological knowledge systems of indigenous cultures around the world, Abram was
the first contemporary philosopher to advocate for a reappraisal of animism as a complexly nuanced and
ecologically viable worldview. 
Abram is the author of “Becoming Animal: An Earthly Cosmology” and “The Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and
Language in a More-than-Human World.” His books have been translated into many languages, while his essays on
the cultural causes and consequences of environmental disarray have been published in a diverse range of
magazines, scholarly journals and anthologies.
A recipient of the international Lannan Literary Award for nonfiction, Abram lectures and teaches widely around the
world. He recently held the Arne Naess Chair in Global Justice and the Environment at the University of Oslo. He
also is the creative director of the Alliance for Wild Ethics. Abram lives with his family in the foothills of the southern
Rockies.
 The President’s Lecture Series at UM consists of several talks throughout the academic year on vital topics by
distinguished guest speakers. For more information call 406-243-2311 or email thepresident@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist Nicholas Kristof to Lecture at UM
February 20, 2020
MISSOULA – The University of Montana Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center will present Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Nicholas Kristof at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 10, at UM’s Dennison Theatre. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public, Kristof will present “Rebuilding America,” an in-depth look at how economic and social
upheaval has prevented millions from achieving the American dream and how people are working together to
rebuild upward mobility.
 “We are honored to host one of the world’s
preeminent journalists and renowned voices
of equality and the modern human
condition,” Deena Mansour, executive
director of the center, said. “Kristof’s writings
on the diverse issues plaguing humanitarian
efforts, women and working-class people
have challenged the way we think and
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respond to the most important conversations
of our time.”
Mansour said the annual Mansfield Lecture
has been revived after a decades-long
hiatus.
Given our shared interests in ethics in public
affairs and international engagement,
Nicholas Kristof is the ideal candidate to
revive this community event,” she said. “We
are proud to reinstitute the great tradition of
the Mansfield Lectures.”
In addition to his lecture, Kristof will meet
with an audience of 500 Hellgate High
School students, as well as UM students
and faculty in the School of Journalism. The
Mansfield Center purchased a copy of
Kristof’s recent book, “Tightrope: Americans
Reaching for Hope,” for each student.
 “Tightrope” explores the deep structural
issues in the U.S. that have negatively impacted Americans’ mental health, substance abuse rates and access to
health care ─ issues that have devastated many communities. Kristof offers new ways to address these issues,
including job retraining and early education for disadvantaged children to rebuild the American dream.
A journalist for the New York Times, Kristof has covered presidential politics and interviewed leaders including
President Obama to Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. In 1990, Kristof and his wife, Sheryl WuDunn, won a
Pulitzer Prize for their coverage of China’s Tiananmen Square democracy movement. Kristof won his second
Pulitzer for his work documenting the genocide in Darfur. The duo have authored four bestselling books, including
“Half the Sky,” “A Path Appears,” “China Wakes” and “Thunder from the East.”  
Kristof’s lecture is one of several activities designed by the Mansfield Center to bring prominent thought leaders to
campus and the Missoula community within its mission to foster globally minded leaders of integrity.
More information is available at www.umt.edu/mansfield.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Postdoc Earns National Research Service Award
February 19, 2020
MISSOULA – University of
Montana postdoctoral fellow
Sascha Stump recently was
awarded a three-year National
Institutes of Health grant to
investigate structural and
kinetic properties of the
enzyme Ric-8 and its
interaction with G proteins.
Dr. Stump works with UM’s
Center for Biomolecular
Structure and Dynamics. His
grant, the Ruth L. Kirschstein
National Research Service
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Award Individual Postdoctoral
Fellowship, is the first of its
type in the nation garnered by a CBSD affiliate.
The NIH awards these prestigious grants to “highly promising postdoctoral candidates who have demonstrated
potential to become productive, independent investigators in scientific health-related research fields.”
G proteins are a family of molecules involved in cell signaling pathways crucial to development and homeostasis in
higher organisms. Stump’s research will provide insight into the mechanism of Ric-8’s function, with the goal of
developing atomic-resolution models of Ric-8 interacting with G proteins.
Stump said the project is critical to understanding the role of Ric-8 in regulation of G protein signaling and will
significantly impact research in human health and disease by establishing the basis for future therapeutics that
target these pathways.
“This grant also will allow me to attend workshops and receive additional training to advance my project and further
build the foundation for a productive research career,” he said. “I am excited to learn new techniques, including
cryo-electron microscopy, and to collaborate with scientists at the forefront of the structural biology field.”
Dr. Stephen Sprang directs UM’s CBSD center and serves as a mentor to Stump.
“Sascha is a talented young scientist with expertise spanning from medicinal chemistry to biophysics,” Sprang said.
“He has the vision and skills to undertake this challenging but very rewarding project he has chosen for his
postdoctoral fellowship.”
Stump was born and raised in Kalispell. He graduated from Flathead Valley Community College with an Associate
of Science degree in 2010 and his Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry from UM in 2012.
He then worked for UM chemistry Professor Edward Rosenberg for a year before earning his Ph.D. in toxicology
from UM under the mentorship of Professor Howard Beall in December 2018. He has worked in Sprang’s lab as a
postdoctoral research associate since February 2018.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Named 2020-21 Military Friendly School
February 14, 2020
MISSOULA – The University of Montana has
once again been named a Military Friendly
School by a national ranking organization.
Institutions earning the Military Friendly School
designation were evaluated using both public
data sources and responses from a proprietary
survey completed by the institution. More than
1,000 schools participated in the 2020-21
survey, with 625 schools earning the
designation from every state in the country.
“Over the years, UM has made every effort to
improve services for our veterans and their
beneficiaries,” said Shawn Grove, director of
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UM’s Veterans Education and Transition
Service (VETS) Office. “We have expanded our
office to three different locations across
campus to increase our availability to our
students.
“Every year, we’ve provided training opportunities for staff and faculty on how to better serve our veterans and their
family members,” he said. “We are fortunate to be surrounded by talented staff and faculty dedicated to the well-
being and success of our students.”
Now in its 10th year, the Military Friendly Schools list has come to set the standard for higher education institutions
that provide the best opportunities for veterans and their spouses. This prestigious list provides a comprehensive
guide for veterans and their families using data sources from federal agencies and proprietary survey information
from participating organizations.
The 2020-21 Military Friendly Schools list will be published in the May issue of G.I. Jobs magazine. The list also
can be found at www.militaryfriendly.com.
In addition to several years on the Military Friendly School list, UM has earned similar accolades recently. In 2015,
the University was named a Purple Heart University for its service to veterans – one of a handful of select
universities to receive than honor. In 2017, UM earned the Joining Community Forces-Organization Award in
recognition of its service to student veterans. UM President Seth Bodnar also is a veteran who joined UM after a
distinguished military career, including serving in the U.S. Army’s elite Green Berets.
To learn more about the ranking, visit https://www.militaryfriendly.com/university-of-montana/. More information
about UM’s VETS Office is online at https://www.umt.edu/veterans/.
###
Contact: UM VETS Office, 406-243-2744, vetsoffice@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Researchers Study How Birds Retweet News
February 13, 2020
MISSOULA – Every social network has its fake news. And in animal communication networks, even birds discern
the trustworthiness of their neighbors, a study from the University of Montana suggests.
The study, recently published in
the top science journal Nature,
is the culmination of decades’
worth of research from UM
alumni Nora Carlson and Chris
Templeton and UM Professor
Erick Greene in the College of
Humanities and Sciences. It
sheds a new light on bird social
networks.
“This is the first time people
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have shown that nuthatches are
paying attention to the source of
information, and that influences
the signal they produce and
send along,” Greene said.
Carlson, Templeton and Greene shared an interest in trying to crack the Rosetta Stone of how birds communicate
and collected bird calls over the years.  
Each bird species has a song, usually sung by the males, for “letting the babes know ‘here I am,’” Greene said, as
well as staking out real estate. Their loud and complex calls usually ring out during breeding season.
But for warning calls, each sound stands for a specific threat, such as “snake on the ground,” “flying hawk” and
“perched hawk.” The calls convey the present danger level and specific information. They also are heard by all
species in the woods in a vast communication network that sets them on high alert.
“Everybody is listening to
everybody else in the woods,”
Greene said.
In the study, Greene and his
researchers wanted to
determine how black-capped
chickadees and red-breasted
nuthatches encode information
in their calls.  
In bird communication, a high-
pitched “seet” from a chickadee
indicates a flying hawk and
causes a strong reaction – other
birds go silent, look up and then
dive in the bushes. Alarm calls
can travel quickly through the woods. Greene said in previous experiments they clocked the speed of the calls at
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100 miles per hour, which he likens to the bow wave on a ship.
“Sometimes birds in the woods know five minutes before a hawk gets there,” Greene said.          
A harsh, intensified “mobbing call” drives birds from all species to flock together to harass the predator. When the
predator hears the mobbing call, it usually has to fly a lot farther to hunt, so the call is very effective.
 “The owl is sitting in the tree, going, ‘Oh crap!” Greene said.
Greene calls it “social media networks – the original tweeting.”
For the study with chickadees
and nuthatches, the researchers
focused on direct information –
something a bird sees or hears
firsthand – versus indirect
information, which is gained
through the bird social network
and could be a false alarm.
“In a way, it kind of has to do
with fake news, because if you
get information through social
media, but you haven’t verified
it, and you retweet it or pass it
along, that’s how fake news
starts,” Greene said.
Nuthatches and chickadees share the same predators: the great-horned owl and the pygmy owl. To the small birds,
the pygmy owl is more dangerous than a great-horned owl due to its smaller turning radius, which allows it to chase
prey better.
“If you are eating something that’s almost as big as you are, it’s worth it to go after it,” Greene said.
Using speakers in the woods, the researchers
played the chickadee’s warning call for the low-
threat great-horned owl and the higher-threat
pygmy owl to nuthatches. The calls varied by
threat level – great-horned owl versus pygmy
owl – and whether they were direct (from the
predators themselves) or indirect (from the
chickadees).
What they discovered about the nuthatches was
surprising.
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Direct information caused the nuthatches to
vary their calls according to the high threat and
the low threat. But the chickadee’s alarm call
about both predators elicited only a generic,
intermediate call from the nuthatch, regardless
of the threat level.
Greene said the research points to the
nuthatch’s ability to make sophisticated
decisions about stimuli in their environment and
avoid spreading “fake news” before they confirm
a predator for themselves.  
“You gotta take your hat off to them,” Greene said. “There’s a lot of intelligence there.”                 
The research, conducted by Carlson, Templeton and Greene around Montana and Washington throughout the
years, wasn’t without challenges.
Most of the set up happened during winter, and nuthatches had to be isolated from chickadees to ensure the
warning calls were not a response to witnessing chickadees going crazy. Often a chickadee would appear after
everything was set up, and the researchers had to take everything down and try a new location.
“It’s quite hard to find nuthatches without chickadees somewhere in the area,” Greene said. “That was the most
difficult part – to find these conditions out in the wild.”
But the results were worth the work.
Greene said the nuthatch study ultimately helps researchers better understand how animal communication networks
work and how different species decode information, encode info and pass it along.
“We kind of wish people behaved like nuthatches,” Greene said.
Read more about the study in National Geographic at https://on.natgeo.com/3bAGO61.
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Carlson earned her undergraduate degree in wildlife biology from UM in 2012 and a doctorate from the University of
St. Andrews in Scotland. She resides at the Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior at Germany with a globally
prestigious Marie Curie Research Fellowship.
Templeton received a graduate degree in organismal biology and ecology from UM in 2002 and also researched
bioacoustics at St. Andrews. He works as a professor at Pacific University in Portland.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Mansfield Library Designs New Accessible User Experiences
February 12, 2020
MISSOULA – After interviewing
users about their experiences,
the University of Montana’s
Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Library has made changes to
increase accessibility for
everyone.
A diverse population uses the
Mansfield Library, which is open
longer hours each semester
than any other academic library
in Montana. After taking input
from as many users as possible,
library employees developed the
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goal to create an effective
cognitive environment,
comfortable space and accessible resources for optimal learning.
Those interviewed agreed the library needed barrier-free access to adjustable workstations for comfortable use.
Based on user feedback, updates to the library Accessible Technology Room created a quiet, flexible workspace for
individuals or small groups.
A card reader replaced the lock mechanism on the door to the Accessible Technology Room, removing the access
barrier created by needing to use a key to enter the room. The card reader electronically unlocks and unlatches the
door with a simple swipe or tap of an approved Griz Card. Once unlocked, the door pushes open with ease. The
addition of a lounge chair, adjustable computer cart and open desk space and a switch from fluorescent to full-
spectrum lights successfully made the Accessible Technology Room more comfortable and easier to use.
Because accessibility runs through every single library experience, audio description was added to library exhibits to
create sound experiences.
Located on library level five, the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Wilderness Act and the Diversity of One
exhibits use a scannable QR code and headphones to tell the user about the exhibit.
“The idea is to make sure we’re designing for the widest possible experience,” said Teressa Keenan, an
accessibility liaison for the Mansfield Library. “Accessible technology and spaces work for everyone.”
For more information on accessibility in the Mansfield Library, visit the online research guide at Accessibility in the
Library.
###
Contact: Teressa Keenan, head of bibliographic management services and metadata librarian, UM Maureen and
Mike Mansfield Library, 406-243-4592, teressa.keenan@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Notes Spring Progress Toward Stabilizing Enrollment
February 11, 2020
MISSOULA – The University of Montana maintained the number of enrolled students from the fall to spring
semester at the highest rate in a decade, indicating continued progress toward stabilizing enrollment.
There are now 10,247 students enrolled for the spring semester – which indicates a decade-low 2.3% decline from
the fall census date and an encouraging indicator for UM officials. Typically, some fall students do not return in the
spring for several reasons, including fall graduation, transferring or simply a need to take a break from higher
education.
“Last year, we had 3.0% fewer students in spring than fall; this year it’s 2.3%,” said Cathy Cole, UM’s vice president
for enrollment management and strategic communications. “That may seem like a small change, but when you
consider we were down 8.2% in 2018, 6.9% in 2017 and 9.1% in 2016, we are clearly moving in a very positive
direction. This data affirms progress in our strategy of making incremental improvements in rebuilding enrollment.”
University officials are focused on two key areas in addressing enrollment growth: the number of new students
attending and retention of existing students.
UM Notes Spring Progress Toward
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“The two ways we grow enrollment are to bring more students to UM and, equally important, to retain the students
who are already here and support their progress to degree completion,” UM Provost Jon Harbor said.
UM’s first-semester retention for full-time freshmen who started at UM last fall is 89.4%, an increase of 1.9% from
the previous year and the highest rate since 2016. Harbor noted that this is the first class who participated in UM’s
redesigned orientation, which included a three-day experiential learning activity called the “Big Sky Experience.” UM
initiated the program, along with investments in additional academic advisers and improvements to the elective
freshman seminar course, to improve the retention rate of first-year freshmen.
“This encouraging retention data for spring suggests that we are on track to see increased retention of first-year
students to their sophomore year and beyond,” Harbor said.
From a financial perspective, UM Vice President for Operations and Finance Paul Lasiter said fiscal 2020 tuition
revenues appear to be materially in line with UM’s budget forecast.
“The numbers are encouraging at census, and we expect improvement as we move through the spring semester,”
Lasiter said. “Since census, we already have a net increase of approximately 60 registered students.”
The positive news for enrollment comes a week after University leaders and UM’s admissions and financial aid
teams completed a four-city recruiting tour in Billings, Bozeman, Helena and Great Falls.
“We met with students and families to talk about UM and answer questions, and we were joined by wonderful
alumni and students who shared their UM experiences,” Cole said. “There’s a lot of enthusiasm for the University of
Montana, and it’s an exciting time to join the UM Family.”
The spring enrollment report is available online at http://www.umt.edu/data.
###
Contact: Cathy Cole, UM vice president for enrollment and strategic communications, 406-243-4023,
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UM / News / 2020 / February / UM Archaeologists Partner with Businesses to Uncover Missoula’s Forgotten Past
February 11, 2020
MISSOULA –
Archaeology students
and researchers at the
University of Montana
have discovered
artifacts in downtown
Missoula that
illuminate the lives of
people from more than
a century ago.
The finds were made
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during construction for
a new brewery and
pub on the 200 block
of West Main Street.
UM alumni Jed and
Jennifer Heggen,
owners of the soon-to-
open Cranky Sam
Public House, partnered last summer with a team that included UM archaeology graduate students Nikki Manning
and Kate Kolwicz. They salvaged artifacts uncovered during construction work.
The Heggens had unexpectedly found themselves atop a major archaeological site that was in the heart of
Missoula’s red-light district and Chinese community from about 1880 to the early 1920s. Red-light districts and
“Chinatowns” were found in close proximity to one another in many towns across the American West.
While research shows that the area was connected with the Chinese population, it also was the neighborhood of
“female boarding houses” – a euphemism for prostitution that included brothels and one-room cribs.
“The site has turned up thousands of artifacts,” Kolwicz said. “We have found intact liquor, beer and medicine
bottles, ceramics, countless ceramic sherds and glass shards. We also found artifact types associated with the
Chinese specifically, such as Chinese-made ceramics, pill vials associated with Chinese traditional medicine, opium
paraphernalia and Chinese game pieces and coins. Artifacts associated with prostitution also were collected at the
site, including perfume bottles, feminine hygiene products and cosmetic jars.”
She said the site is part of a small but diverse neighborhood that once housed people of various economic statuses,
as well as people with Chinese, African and European ancestry.
Under the guidance of UM Department of Anthropology Professor Kelly Dixon, students and community volunteers
recovered the artifacts and moved them to a UM archaeology laboratory for cleaning and analysis.
“The artifacts collected at the site are critical to understanding what life was like for these early Missoulians,”
Manning said. “Because of the small size of the neighborhood and the amount of urban development that has
occurred over the past century, this is one of the only intact archaeological sites pertaining to the red-light district
and Chinese community in Missoula that we are likely to find.”
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Dixon said the artifacts recovered at the site represent the lives of people largely forgotten by history. Historical
sources were generally written about these people rather than by them.
“This type of archaeology helps democratize our multicultural history,” Dixon said. “Right now the sheer volume of
artifacts will require time to properly research and analyze, so it’s too early to make any presumptions about the
data. We hope to reveal more of the story as the research continues.”
She said a business adjacent to the Cranky Sam Public House, Biga Pizza, sits atop the location of a temple that
served Missoula’s Chinese community from the 1890s to 1910s. Dixon said recent construction work there is
unearthing even more archaeological evidence that appears to align with the materials currently being analyzed.
Historic maps reveal an area that contained Chinese dwellings and stores, as well as a hardware store, saloons,
boarding houses and “female boarding” houses.
While infamous Missoula madam Mary Gleim owned multistory brothels along the south side of West Front Street,
lesser known women with fewer economic opportunities worked in the cramped, tiny cribs that lined the north side
of West Front, a detail of the area’s land-use history that the UM team immediately recognized.
“We are incredibly grateful to Biga owner Bob Marshall, as well as the Heggens, for their sincere stewardship and
support of the research programs that are blossoming as a result of these materials,” Dixon said. “I know it is
important to the business owners and our research team to avoid sensationalizing the artifacts or using them to
perpetuate common stereotypes based upon race, culture and social status. We look forward to sharing our ongoing
findings, as well as lessons from the past that are applicable to our complex world today.”
The Heggens originally had a different name for the Cranky Sam Public House, but interacting with the UM
research team helped them learn about an English-speaking Chinese immigrant who played a central role in some
illicit activities in the Chinese district.
Known as Cranky Sam, his 1910 obituary reads: “He was known to every frequenter of the restricted district as a
man who knew no law and respected no person.”
“Sam is the epitome of someone we know only through the words and perceptions of outsiders,” Kolwicz said.
Despite the “lawlessness” mentioned in this excerpt from his obituary, Manning noted that someone in Missoula took
the time to prepare a nicely written obituary, reminding people living today that Sam was an appreciated, if not
iconic, member of the community.
“The artifacts left behind by those who likely knew, worked with, socialized with and maybe even quarreled with the
man known as Cranky Sam provide connections to Missoulians whose names did not make the newspapers as
much as he did,” Manning said.
The UM team hopes to learn more as they continue analyzing the archaeological traces of historic Missoula. Dixon
said some of the more notable artifacts will be displayed at the Cranky Sam Public House when it opens. The
remainder will form a teaching and research collection that is already providing content for master’s theses, doctoral
dissertations, hands-on undergraduate experiences and K-12 field trips.
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Kolwicz said the excavation has been an incredible opportunity.
“As a native Missoulian, I have always been fascinated with the lives of ‘people of little note’ in historic Missoula,”
she said. “I never dreamed that I would be lucky enough to find an archaeological site in downtown Missoula. This
site is the topic of my master’s thesis, and I will be expanding it into a doctoral dissertation as well.”
###
Contact: Kelly Dixon, UM anthropology professor, 406-243-2693, kelly.dixon@mso.umt.edu; Kate Kolwicz, UM
anthropology graduate student, katherine.kolwicz@umontana.edu.
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MISSOULA – The third annual
Black Solidarity Summit at the
University of Montana will
feature Rachel Cargle, an
activist, speaker and writer
focused on race and
womanhood.
Cargle will speak at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 16, in the
University Center Ballroom.
Her keynote address is free
and open to the public.
Cargle has been featured in Harper’s Bazaar, Mashable and even Jada Pinkett Smith’s “Red Table Talk.” She has
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written articles like “How to Talk to Your Family About Racism on Thanksgiving,” “What it Really Means When You
Say ‘All Lives Matter’” and “When White People Are Uncomfortable, Black People Are Silenced.”
Organized by UM’s Black Student Union, Student Involvement Network and African-American Studies Program, the
Black Solidarity Summit will run Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 15-16. The event focuses on creating a platform for
black students to come together to celebrate black excellence and educate each other about the black experience.
Last year’s summit brought in more than 100 attendees from institutions such as Alma College, Eastern Oregon
University, Utah Valley University, Montana State University, Central Washington University and Boise State
University.
The event brings together representatives from black student unions, African student associations and black studies
programs around the Northwest to address issues of racial discrimination, political disenfranchisement, social
organization, black academic enrollment, retention and recruitment at their respective campuses. Space is provided
for allies to attend and listen.
Attending the entire Black Solidarity Summit is free for students and $40 for non-students. Registration closes
Friday, Feb. 7. For more information and to register, visit umt.edu/solidarity.
###
Contact: Natasha Kalonde, student coordinator, UM Student Involvement Network, 406-243-5776,
natasha.kalonde@mso.umt.edu.
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MISSOULA – The
University of Montana
was awarded a
$20,000 grant from the
Wells Fargo
Foundation to support
female-centered
programming for
students and local
individuals interested in
learning more about
women’s
entrepreneurship.
The grant will support
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UM’s Pursue Your
Passions program,
which encourages innovative, equitable, prosperous and collaborative futures for all.
“The Pursue Your Passions program has been running on generous business sponsorships, independent gifts and
in-kind donations for the past four years,” said Morgan Slemberger, program director of Pursue Your Passions and
associate director of the UM-based Blackstone LaunchPad powered by Techstars. “This grant reinforces our current
program and is a catalyst for new efforts serving more women throughout the state of Montana.”
PYP launched in October 2015, when the Blackstone LaunchPad entrepreneurial database had 33.19% female
registrants. Three years later, the database shows 48.32% female registrants.
“Making this program more widely available through online course development, technology, childcare and more will
help break down the barriers many women are experiencing,” said Wells Fargo District Manager Randy Riley.
“Without some of those challenges, we hope women will be able to create sustainable business plans and pursue
their entrepreneurial goals.”
The first PYP will open to the general public and UM students on Monday, Feb. 24. It is offered online and is self-
paced to meet the needs of busy women who often bear the brunt of unpaid household and care work to the tune
of two-and-a-half times more than men, according to the United Nations.
“This new course is designed for busy women,” Slemberger said. “The self-paced, online delivery can meet the
needs of women who have a less flexible schedule due to families, busy careers and other factors. We want to
make it easier since availability can be a barrier to starting something new.”
So far, more than 60 students have gone through the program, and 10 businesses have launched. During fall and
spring, UM also has experienced a 30% to 50% increase in female participation for small-business startup
competitions.
“Opening this program to the broader community is really exciting because we already know how valuable it is to
students,” said Christine Littig, the PYP board president and former owner of Bernice’s Bakery. “Opening
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registration outside of traditional UM boundaries really illustrates the University’s dedication to Montana women as a
whole.”
Pursue Your Passions (umt.edu/passion) is a program arm of UM’s Blackstone LaunchPad powered by Techstars.
PYP creates empowering environments where women say their ideas out loud, building educational, experiential
and entrepreneurial programs for Montana women.
###
Contact: Morgan Slemberger, associate director, UM Blackstone LaunchPad powered by Techstars, 406-243-5723,
morgan.slemberger@mso.umt.edu.
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MISSOULA – The University of
Montana will hold its second
annual Big Sky Experience, a
team-based immersion
opportunity for new
undergraduate students, at the
beginning of fall semester 2020
and seeks community partners to
help host it.
The Big Sky Experience, a part of
New Student Orientation, is
designed to help students build
connections and friendships with one another, as well as become integrated within the larger Missoula community.
The events aim to increase students’ sense of belonging and engagement in their first few days, which increases
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retention over time.
This year’s Big Sky Experience will run Tuesday through Thursday, Aug. 25-27. Groups of 20 students, led by a UM
Advocate student leader, will join their community partner for three hours each day. Each community partner
determines how many groups it can accommodate, as well as the project and activities to complete.
Big Sky Experiences can fall
within any of five categories:
outdoors; science and
technology; arts and culture;
entrepreneurship; or diversity,
service and leadership. One of
last year’s community partners,
Backcountry Hunters and
Anglers, found the Big Sky
Experience to be a great way to
showcase its conservation
mission and collaborate with UM
to immerse students in the local
community.
“As an organization that focuses
on public land, we led students
on a hike in the Pattee Canyon
area, taught them how to fly fish
on the Clark Fork River and involved them in a trash pickup to demonstrate the importance of stewardship and
leave no trace ethics,” said Kylie Schumacher, collegiate coordinator at Backcountry Hunters and Anglers. “The Big
Sky Experience gave us the chance to reach out to a new audience, many of which joined our college club and
organization after the event and remain engaged today.”
Any community partners interested in hosting a Big Sky Experience can complete a project proposal online.
For more information call Devin Carpenter at 406-243-2332 or email devin.carpenter@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Devin Carpenter, director of New Student Success, UM Office of the Vice Provost for Student Success,
406-243-2332, devin.carpenter@mso.umt.edu.
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